Water Rate Committee Meeting Minutes

May 4, 2010
In Attendance:  Bob Stevens, Tom Evans, Jim Tornatore, Lori DeHaas, Bill Foster, 
Merle Prentice, Jr., Tim Steed, Leon Welch, Frank Como, and Tracey Cucci.
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM.  Minutes for the April 6, 2010 meeting were approved with a Motion by Bill Foster, Seconded by Merle Prentice. Carried.

Debt Service Financial Report was reviewed and discussed.  Mayor requested this report be done on a regular basis.  Debt Service billed in March was 25,620.  Annual estimate from this quarterly amount would be 102,480, which is within projected amount necessary.  Mayor stated number budgeted without including town.  Discussion of wells dug so far.  Tim Steed would like to see last 5 off system and capped due to pressure issues.  Discussion of financial assistance for residents who may need work done on their property; Municipal Solutions provided USDA application.  Mayor would like application available on website.  Deputy DeHaas discussed work with committee in the past; Village not allowed to work with any agencies. Discussion of easements.  Work is continuing toward conclusion of Scott Evans easement, appears it won’t hold up construction.  Bill Foster was questioned regarding issues with telemetry, lost contact with reservoir possibly due to defective battery; charging system was changed out and has worked fine since.  Tim Steed discussed new tentative schedule.  USDA received approval yesterday from DOH; alternates still being reviewed.  Tim Steed discussed alternates including PVC vs. ductile piping and hydrants. 17 hydrants remain from list made by Fire Department of hydrants with issues; Alternate for meter in Well #3 where accuracy of retrofit is questionable, as well as emergency generator at Well #4 and telemetry improvements such as additional reporting capabilities; new electronic meters not included in bid, will be done separately with vendor.  Discussion of adding main down to Fire Station, felt potentially raise red flags for improvements outside of village; attorney stated village could enter into contract; discussed Goodrich property at other end of village line, could be separate alternate.  Hunt to get costs, after which Mayor to discuss with owner.  USDA has given verbal commitment that approval will be done first week in May. Discussion of street easements; Tim Steed stated he has never seen USDA ask if a municipality has approval to work on property, will not affect approval for bidding process; estimated bid date May 17, will take roughly 4 weeks, with approval by Rate Committee and Village Board combined around June 16th.  USDA sets preconstruction meeting, approximately around July 12th. Construction will begin at that time and all work to be completely approximately May 30, 2011, with one year warranty.  Informational meeting for residents will be held a couple weeks into construction.  Leon Welch discussed progress of reservoir; putting in trees and fence scheduled for Monday; tank will be painted after fence up, everything will be done except for painting by next week; discussion of previous decision not to paint for aesthetics, but painting is needed as sealant and weatherproofing and should last approximately 15 years, only needing to pressure wash when dirty.  Informational meeting will be held end of July, have to meet with Bus Garage, Fire Department and EMS. Suggestion made of posting project updates at Post Office; Deputy Mayor DeHaas volunteered and will work with Bill Foster, will keep weekly update on board.  Discussion of problem with 3 properties on Rock Street; resident expressed concerns as he doesn’t want well drilled; discussion of entering into separate agreements if no district is formed.  
Motion to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. by Merle Prentice, seconded by Tom Evans.  Carried.

Tracey S. Cucci

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
